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CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant
Catalog Number: 23005, 23005-1

Unit Size: 23005: 15 mL brush cap applicator bottle
	 	 	23005-1:	100	mL	dropper	cap	refill	bottle

Color and Form: Yellow solution

Storage and Handling
Store at room temperature.  Avoid contact with skin and eyes. Flammable; keep 
away	from	open	flame.	For	laboratory	use	only.

Product Description
CoverGrip™	Coverslip	Sealant	is	an	organic	adhesive	medium	formulated	specifi-
cally for sealing the edges of coverslips mounted using wet set antifade mounting 
medium	for	immunofluorescence.	Traditionally,	nail	polish	has	been	used	to	seal	
the	edges	of	coverslips	prior	to	fluorescence	microscopy,	to	secure	the	coverslip	
in place, prevent seepage of mounting medium during imaging, and to keep 
slides from drying out during storage. However, components in nail polish such 
as isopropyl alcohol can leach into wet set mounting medium and interfere with 
fluorescence	imaging.	In	particular,	GFP	fluorescence	is	reported	to	be	shown	
to	be	sensitive	to	nail	polish	used	to	seal	coverslips	(1).	In	addition,	because	nail	
polish is not designed to be an adhesive, different brands of nail polish may not 
provide	consistent	sealing.	Alternative	methods	of	sealing	coverslips	with	paraffin	
or rubber cement are messy and do not generate a permanent hard seal. Cover-
Grip™ Coverslip Sealant is easy to apply, is not miscible with aqueous mounting 
media, and dries to form clear, hard seal along the edges of the coverslip. Sealing 
with CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant allows coverslips to be cleaned before imag-
ing, prevents coverslip slippage, protects microscope objectives from exposure to 
mounting medium during imaging, and provides a long lasting hard seal for storing 
wet-mounted specimens at 4°C or -20°C.

CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant is made with limonene, a pleasant-smelling natural 
hydrocarbon made from citrus peels that is used as a more environmentally 
friendly and less toxic alternative to organic solvents.

CoverGrip™ Coverslip sealant is supplied in a 15 mL brush cap bottle for ease of 
application,	and	also	is	available	in	100	mL	dropper-top	refill	bottles.

Instructions for use
Use CoverGrip™ Coverslip sealant the same way you would use nail polish to 
seal coverslips. Swirl bottle to mix. Mount coverslips using antifade mounting 
medium. Carefully aspirate or blot all excess mounting medium from the coverslip 
edges. When the coverslip edges are completely dry, use the brush attached to 
the cap to apply CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant along all edges of the cover-
slip, completely overlapping the coverslip edges. Allow CoverGrip™ Coverslip 
Sealant to dry completely at room temperature, about 1 hour. Drying time can be 
shortened by drying slides under a fan. When CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant is 
completely dry, gently clean the surface of the coverslip using a low-lint wiper and 
window cleaner or 70% alcohol. Store slides at 4°C or -20°C. 

Like nail polish, CoverGrip™ can break down when exposed to excessive mois-
ture or condensation. Store slides with dessicant in humid storage environments 
(e.g. deli refrigerators and cold rooms). CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant can be 
removed	from	slides	by	soaking	slides	in	PBS	or	similar	buffer	for	1-2	hours.	The	
CoverGrip™ Coverslip Sealant will not dissolve, but will loosen to a degree that it 
can be peeled or gently scraped off of the slide using coverslip forceps.
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Cat.# Product Name Unit Size

23001 EverBrite Mounting Medium 10 mL

23002 EverBrite Mounting Medium with DAPI 10 mL

Related Products

Glowing Products for ScienceTM

Please	visit	the	Biotium	website	at	www.biotium.com to view our full selec-
tion of bioconjugates of our exceptionally bright and photostable CF™ dyes, 
including antibodies, antibody labeling kits, phalloidin, annexin V, nucleotides, and 
a-bungarotoxin,	as	well	as	classic	fluorescent	nucleic	acid	dyes.

Disclaimer: Materials from Biotium are sold for research use only, and are 
not intended for food, drug, household, or cosmetic use.  Biotium  is not liable 
for any damage resulting from handling or contact with this product.

CF™dye, EverBrite™ and CoverGrip™ are trademarks of Biotium, Inc.


